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Do Transgender Little Girls Have A Fascination
With Mermaids?

Transgender children, kids whose gender identity does not match their assigned sex, have become
the subject of interest to more and more news outlets. Interviews and profiles with very young
children who identify as transgender have popped up on This American Life, NPR, and ABC news
just to name a few.  The children vary in geography, with parents who have either come to accept
their children as they are or go in search of “corrective therapy.” Yet, when documenting the
childhood of transgender girls, one detail seems to stand out in the media — a fascination with
mermaids.

Dr. Christine Milrod, who has provided therapy to transgender individuals for over 15 years in
Los Angeles, tells me that she doesn’t have any formal statistics on the matter but that she has
noticed the penchant for mermaids in a couple of her clients:
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